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A Review and Outlook of the Soil Chronosequence Studies

Heng Tsai” & Wen-shu Huang™

Abstract

The process of soil evolution is related to the history of landscape. It is suggested that
certain issues of geomorphology could be solved by studying soil evolution. According to
Pedology, soil chronosequence has been constructed by mathematic conceptual model in
order to present the soil properties change in time. There are four types of soil
chronosequence, but post-incisive chronosequence studies are most common and useful for
the application to geomorphology. In varied climatic areas on the world, however, though
time factor played the major role in building soil chronosequence, not climate but also
parent factor influenced the difference of soil chronosequence. Despite the application of
the soil chronosequence in Taiwan drew international attention, this paper attempt to
propose some advice and outlook for future study of soil geomorphology through the
reviews in literature.

Keywords: soil geomorphology, soil chronosequence, post-incisive sequence, Pedology,
Quaternary research

“ Distinguished Professor., Department of Geography, National Changhua University of Education.
“Adjunct Assistant Professor, The Center of General Education, National Chung Cheng University.
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TIPSR (A TR L E 2 (pedology) I 8 B i FE Y 3 SL 2R HME& e
HR A TSRV MR E AR Bt 5 (landscape) R ~ T B HYRE SIS mas S F it » [AIh 118
FIME 2 B E &I IR 2 et - RIE LB iSRS - — g R
Wi R R IR 0 55— U7 AT DA SRR 48 2 i S Y B R S (Birkeland, 1990;
Mcfadden and Knuepfer, 1990) -

1+ B ARRAI S AV B Sm 20 | - B T (HIRE i Bt ' S A e 2 R B AL 7R 5)
45 1328 [l e 47l (soil- chronosequence) Y% » AR —8HALREA [FE A I Hy 1%
(Vreeken, 1975; Jenny, 1980) - F i T m gt B AT T HIR (L& AV RHE > R
BRIt TR IR L By BUHRH 5w (Bockheim, 1980; Reheis et al., 1989;
Harden, J. W. et al., 1991; Vandenbygaart and Protz, 1995; Pillans, 1997; Birkeland, 1999;
Barrett, 2001; Khormali et al., 2003) - [F]iF =] DARE IO B 2 W55 - BIaE TR [E4E
PP AV EL - (ST S Sy R B S A EEN R - TR — Tt R e
Imtg 2 B4 (Birkeland, 1990; Bull, 1990; Jongmans et al., 1991; Bockheim et al., 1992;
Kendrick and Mcfadden, 1996; Pillans, 1997; Birkeland, 1999) -

A2 8 SRR BN RHEL AT - DABRZER Nl HAY © (DPRET T [ e 7 Ay EE e A
BB » DIEEE E TP 22 b e A BRI e 70 - FrH B EVES s (2)iE—2
PURIEE IS (RIS ) - o EERETA [F R | R AR T e 51y I S
MYEERVIERE - T TSR Py e e RV - S T TR Py Ry E R
AT ()5 Em T ey At P S SR nT gE MR BRG] - i — PRSI R AR R E
TR F R B2 GEBHBET R 2R -

S NABMT SN AEFASET

EE TS Jenny (1941)F IRV S B TRV (F—) » &R+
] DR R JE L - S B S | AB DS - S A IR E —EEARE > HYE
B R BT T RS BT R > 40 Wilde(1946) ~ Simonson(1959) - Runge(1973) -
Johnson F1 Rockwell(1982)%% A Fir 43 il He H FVIBE SR (R —) + ZAT » 78 oS fsisiisy
REE MERVIR AR IR N+ TR E 2 fEARINE(LNEE ~ P FIAEY)/ERR
(RIZAYE22E (Yaalon, 1975; Bockheim, 1980; Gerrard, 1992; Birkeland, 1999) » 7 LB
HEHERHIRE S IE I E B E (LB PRETE - P EMERN R R AT - Rk
RIERFHRERRHE(CAVEEE S » WEEERE ~ Fon ~ AR NES - MEFHERT-Al
a e E R E ORI T =R (Bockheim, 1980; Gerrard, 1992; Birkeland, 1999) » = H[IHF
ek =t (chronofunction) -

FIHERERNREE RS - n] DB BRI 5 > e B EEE
HEfE Y8 (L AEFE - Bockheim(1980)%238 T 27 {EHl& 32 ([ L3I FF5Invb5T > AW LA
THI=FERE U] 15 R E AR AR5 Y=a+bX ;(2)Y=a+ (blog X) :
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(3) Log Y =a+ (blog X) 5 Hr » Y 5 TIBWE - X RoRiFfHE 5 HFREERIEH - Br T pH
FHEEEEE B RN MRS - HEriy TR E G L E I hum s - 3 H
HEHH T EEME NS - Q=UAR(EAVERITEE 5 3 Alonso Z5 A (1994) /£ FE T A
Almar Ja];a] &Y - 380 R R I 2E Hp TR > DAQR) AR 7 I M A R AV B (=X
HARFHIERER - SUr T EEEEE TR - By)a 2B EATEL - iRl
R E T — AR

i IRV E R LAV - SR EEEM AR T N ER Y
{LERME > 25 HE—SEL - KB E R EETL S FERE R DA > 719y
R ~ G A8  FRE N s =R A PR 551 1000 FEN R e L e ERIIEE
imaEte &R Ef 2L B - orURF 73 1000 £ imig e ERIFRoR M E &
RIFEHEF %R ZAVIENYEE{E(Yaalon, 1971); Fi40-+ 881y pH~ A i LB AR+ 14 E
B LA EE 2 SR HERN TR FRETFEETFIEILE P E2EEEEY
=% i (Lichter, 1998; Barrett, 2001; Ewing and Nater, 2002; Mokma et al., 2004) - 1fj 133
TERE ~ TR RE ~ BEkL ~ &SRR - 55 - By - LREEREWE > AR S ERCEE
KHEFER2HEF L BV - R85 (Muhs, 1982; Arduino et al., 1986;
Harden, 1988; Birkeland, 1990; Dorronsoro and Alonso, 1994; Shaw et al., 2003) - [K[LFEA
[EHYREERE BN 22 KN » 7 TSI R ea=t > R IR BN L e R EEEE » &
2 TIBLE R PR EAVEER - EEMHIPERINE - v ME AP AR E F Bl
R 2% ) B EATHTSE S22 (Birkeland, 1990; Bull, 1990; Mcfadden and Knuepfer,
1990) -

EEAE » 35772 Jenny(1940)F2 (RIS TR 712068 - (A HHE REVFam - CHEEH
J2£ = (developmental) {178 & =, (evolutional or genetic){t & B ima7A K [E1YF 2 (Vreeken,
1975; Yaalon, 1975, 1983; Birkeland, 1990; Huggeett, 1998) : {H—fTish » 8IS &S
oy TIRAVLE AR E A R e = R e A e B A S HIR(L BB
FEE A R 18 B = i R T S R B R B M P 22 21V 52 (Vreeken, 1975; Yaalon,
1975; Bockheim, 1980; Yaalon, 1983 Huggeett, 1998; Lilienfein et al., 2003) ; #fEZAL1L > {H
TEHELT T IBAFH P H I TR AVIRHE - FERERE TEI SRR PRAR R » [ {RAS R DAY 2 BRI IR
HYIE S - AR ZE S T E R IR E B bR 8 B TSR Y 6
D) e FAEAE REBYEASE I (Birkeland, 1990; Bockheim et al., 1992; Huggeett, 1998; Birkeland,
1999) » [RIFLEF 2T E 7 FFE N B ERE 13805 e 5 AR R -

WECARRRSCEEE - Bl T T EFE AR - RGN Tz seHyE
ME(Jenny, 1941; Stevens and Walker, 1970; Vreeken, 1975; Yaalon, 1975; Bockheim, 1980;
Jenny, 1980; Birkeland, 1990; Huggeett, 1998; Birkeland, 1999) » H.tft Vreeken(1975)%%3 T
FHRATAZER » BRdm o DU (8 5 220y TR R e SR AY (B —) - 0l ks T & T VIR R P51
(post-incipience chronosequence) | ~ ' mij Nt % (pre-incisive sequence) |~ " BALEESE
N E] 41 (time-transgressive sequence with historical overlap) |~ ‘N BAL & FE L B2y
R [ %1 (time-transgressive sequence without historical overlap) | » HET M 1& T UIE%R
FFAl ) e ERtP m R b B Efs 2 4h - Hbr =8 R M AR B E SV
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A48 - FTish R At B S B AR R R 1 » 5 10 AP RV ARE R - (R EEDA
HIE#E A (Birkeland, 1990; Huggeett, 1998) ; fH#z 2~ » & N UIHFHEFH ) bHIERCERE Sy
' HEH (Huggeett, 1998) -

"B T U BVRHER— 4 TR BT - BRIV L E ISR LR KT
Zal > AL ERERIEAMEE - 9 R3IRA - BoEhlgs - a0 - BEEEE—HEEAE L
It Ry i AV A P YA (B —) » mIAEomIfe ~ RS ~ b~ JaER ~ JKESERE A
L R EE A IER R Ie A BT bRV - B a8 e tE
% D) B - 1L B 5 (Bockheim, 1980; Torrent et al., 1980; Muhs, 1982; Harden et al.,
1991; Bockheim et al., 1996; Shaw et al., 2003; Kendrick and Graham, 2004) - 1 " & T UJHS
ff51 A2 E RS UL E2a 5t E (Harden, 1990; Bockheim et al., 1992;
Kendrick and Mcfadden, 1996; Leigh, 1996; Tsai et al., 2007a) » {541 Bockheim 2 A (1992)
FIFEMS B LRS- HELSEE BRI Pa R E0 Cape Blanco 71 Cape Arago p [
JEPERFHIPE AR - I HARYE Cape Blanco IRAHYEFER] - BRI 55— FEHEEHY
AR 5 [T Polenz /1 Kelsey (1999) 5 1 /i1 Crescent & E~FF - » FIFHMHLIEYITZE
HEEH = BOEME - Wt E NS IEIETT& - #OARZME 2 2 — g I e e =y
OB BB BORIE B—mREG o SURIHEITE TR S - IEAT 0 Engel 22 A (1996) & A1 A
(] Pt Y e B B T SRR PR E AT EE - PREFSSEIE I Susquehanna 5] | N Muncy F
Marietta fiP& it EE A - 455N Muncy &I EE A= plcAEARAYFE 150 4% 300~770 ka
Z[H1 > 1 Marietta P& A RIZY4E 150 24 770~2400 ka -

A LY =10 SIERIE =

(=) #%F 5 7

TRV - PRI S b a8 T3 A AR R SRV RV L E - eI YR E P51
KE » A HRER HELERENEE » E RE L TIEEE - BIE - FEES g
HETPRERHE > BB & & - #3aELY)(Fed ~ Feo ~ Fet ~ Alt ~ Alo ~ Ald) LR 25 fdi
BURELR(HE - 45f L% (Feo/Fed ~ (Fed-Feo)/Fet) EELIE ~ BUE NS A ~ /KinR T EE
JEA B R 0 %L+ 1% ) 2 & (Alexander and Holowaychuk, 1983a, 1983b; Pillans, 1997;
Nieuwenhuyse et al., 2000; Muhs, 2001) ; {HFENE » EEENEE(ERE T » #45K
i B RV E T & s B3 TR MR AV L » WDKKV (A ~ Ria ~ KU
K )Y (Nieuwenhuyse et al., 2000) ~ BB AEHAYIE 1 (Muhs, 2001) -

R T HARE - EREEITREEDRE N - LAY R L/E H B R i
58 WAEZK) B SRR E T - (HA 5 LU 1 (Entisols)— §5 & 1= (Inceptisols)
— 1 & 1 (Ultisols)— & {E4%7 1 (Oxisols) £ F iy 7 %1 (Alexander and Holowaychuk, 1983a,
1983b)(fiE —) ; (EFFEREEHIRZ 2 > Alg A FEIMLE B2 - DK plea RPE N - {Hr]
e R 59 5 - — KBk - (Andisols) —~ & LY - #YL & I 51 (8 —) (Pillans, 1997,
Nieuwenhuyse et al., 2000) ; [ H.&f K pica 5FE BOK LLIEE RVE T L F R 8 R
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A - $KpCE Y B - HIREERIR AR RS (30 cm/Ma) » FE &2 —[ H Y
feEiefal > Al ps s (8 =) (Pillans, 1997) » AR 2 T K LIRSS B A
1> QR R 1B RN Z U P E LBV P31 > RSB A8 K LR
£ {HELHE 45 R EIPRL T S (EY) 148 (B —) (Nieuwenhuyse et al., 2000) -

NEERT T - BRI AT FHVEZERR » (58 EErERE
PCH AR T EE ARG - RMEFEARZEAIAY A IR R YIRS i
COBRETEAVIRE - BN AT LAY SRR - S I FAE RS AR 2 B - ATRE
AR O TR -

(=) mEHF i

& T SR g T BT LY TR RV I R E S8 - BiekKEEatEBER - 21
@~ FERR SR Y TP AR - IR S P RRIEE LY (GG SRR - e - a8
AREEFBILEGEG AR - BUSES)SUE - A ARE L B EEEE
(Arduino et al., 1984; Espejo Serrano, 1985; Jongmans et al., 1991; Vidic et al., 1991;
Dorronsoro and Alonso, 1994; Engel et al., 1996; Kendrick and Mcfadden, 1996; Leigh, 1996;
Nagatsuka and Maejima, 2001; Maejima et al., 2002; Shaw et al., 2003) » HZx RI| f 1 AW
TPREFH 0 26 T 0RY)(L:1 BIAE H0RY) WssE i - /KEnd %) - 260 E - faE(LY% (Arduino,
E. et al., 1984; Arduino et al., 1986; Bain et al., 1993; Dorronsoro, 1994; Dorronsoro and
Alonso, 1994; Muhs, 2001) ; f%{% - DABAE ~ HIHIPRE - 0P REEREE LY HBRLETE
% WA TSR E R AR - e e L (L B2 Eayfa 1% (Harden, 1982;
Arduino et al., 1984; Harrison et al., 1990; Bockheim et al., 1992; Alonso et al., 1994;
Dorronsoro, 1994; Dorronsoro and Alonso, 1994; Engel et al., 1996; Kendrick and Mcfadden,
1996; Leigh, 1996) -

M E I MIRZ S Y SRR GROF A HHRE - R R it S A P RO ~ P& R
ST ZEME G HRRERESCEIES - WA g E b E RS L AR
17 {58 IRV TR HR AR S AR R ~ S0 T S bRV AE R HETT O RE T 0EY) -
1 e T PR ARG B2 & ALY BB SR PR KAE T I i SRR EhAYiaAE - (0 & s i BH Y
TIELEFEC A mA D SR IEEGRE - U EE YRR R BUET
EET RN A RS AR - WA 2 HEGE R EE BE - AT E AR E LSRR
ZRIEETEE  Fg RIS ERIVE LIS - 204775 FE S P R S L L& P
{H] > RIS PR & BB T EEARAY o041 » (5 R T A A G I ST oM - 7 51 (Tokin and
Basher, 1990) ; [fijS2Ed/0/1 Cajon Pass il - (RIFEE R B8R/ A REERE A
Pt LAy S AR B A e U i (Harrison et al., 1990) 5 55 BL&f I Cape Blanco Al
Cape Arago JEFEBEH » IRR S EMAY 340 A bR & 55 8 ho i 8 o
(Langley-Turnbaugh and Bockheim, 1998) -

Fh o IR HARTT R HIRYE S DU IR R RVE B T KL RPER 2 8Pl
Finll AR - S ENEA FRVRERAROR S LIRS » B T B R FAYZER - 13k
IR & T S8 4 (Leigh, 1996)=k %48 £ (Langley-Turnbaugh and Bockheim, 1998)
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LEPER AT L AR B Y

EREZRKR » MAEECLRASIRN T » Rl A A R AR 1751 4= A (& —) (Tonkin
and Basher, 1990; Langley-Turnbaugh and Bockheim, 1998) « it 1) » Bt 18 B A T ]
Fra ] sE BAA ¥ b — 555 15X £ (Mollisols)—jfk)7 1 (Alfisols) itk -+ (Spodosols)
— Tl THVBE(E ) 5 LR THER 24N » RUETNE AR SIS B R B A -

(Z) ZEF 5%

A2t i R AR 2 BRI E Y s2 2 > i iy L BRI R ARG » 26
F B EELURFT A RTEA - RERHERERRE - i B ROR R - T2 SR B REFH
JEALIP RS ~ SadbimMEEALY) » WA SIEERAVEREE N AR - At LIEA TRAYSCR 2Rk
E(E ) FELIAREER - pHE - & - BERTIRAR - e RaEns tER
I (EAVFEHE (Vandenbygaart and Protz, 1995; Alexander and Burt, 1996; Burt and Alexander,
1996; Lichter, 1998; Barrett, 2001; Lilienfein et al., 2003; Mokma et al., 2004) ; 554} » {15
{EBEE It E GRS A Bs [gHIA R 2 Al B B A 57 (Alexander and Burt, 1996;
Lichter, 1998; Mokma et al., 2004) » FIEWE; ~ BER A 5 DIRETR Bt R E R HATK
ESIE

HR - HRSFEIHE B - BT B DU 558 - R+ NiBfE
TP EEMIRIER AT - 558 BRI FST =M N AR R A R R 2
TES AR N (E T O £ W15 2 PE AR Emmet B —3thAy)D 5 IR TR
TR AP RO T HIFEAREIAE 240 F 0 TS5 —TRAE S IV ST AT ZHEY 900 /et
AYEE ] (Alexander and Burt, 1996; Mokma et al., 2004) ; HapdEst MR mE Bl H8(EE
RS - SEETERFHE  PU M998 -5 E (Barrett, 2001) - [#52H A
ViEEE® - AR R S RE YA SR mME L AR EN TEAWE - RS SN
FEOR YIRS EI P51 (Vandenbygaart and Protz, 1995) 5 [Alitt - fEEREE S - HIBHVEE R
BEEAH L5598 L (RIR )M - (R 1) B (B ) » 28R FFr 1T I R
EI 0 FYMPEMREEYEAE DR e ESEEN AT

(=) BF g § 0%

TR REA G2 RELEEFRESY > — RIS TR EEEREE
NI A 7 I PP Bl > BT RV ETERR 28 Yaalon(1971)FrfEHYHR R (<1000
yNH LSS - BRI - LA - pH (EH -~ & > BT IUAE - B
T RIRE A i S BV Ry FERUTE AR (Egli et al., 2001; Darmody et al., 2005) » iy HL &7 4F
CHY IR 2 BECAYER LI EE X MastERey 8 - g inEsss LRk
B i PE 1000 Ao aERE#E — 25 PRGN L. (Egli et al., 2001) - HgRESF B ATE -
[E] 2 OB EE - & EBTERE > LU 1555 R (18 —)(Darmody
et al,, 2005) » (At - fEHE—R &S - HIBALE A AT —~>598 Tk 1%
(8 ) - BN TER TRESN - FESEMEENES - ez E T R(EE
HYHEAE
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RO REEY - RREEZE - BIRETESEYBEHESSE - NI TR - #5RE
BV A TR AR EE F5 0 B TE R 2RSS TNE A FERYFERE (Mubs,
1982; Harden, 1988; Reheis et al., 1989; Harden et al., 1991; Khormali et al., 2003) ; =t >
A T3P LB R LA A BT - BEE LB I R AR DR B R 41 DURT R+~
S35 £ (Aridisols) iz # (1 —) (Reheis et al., 1989) - {HF &AL /3 [apl > + 388 EEAYE
FRAARE Y - LRSI AR RE L AT LAAE &l A% & (translocation) » 718508 E YIS ] A 2K
R (EAJgeH L T 598 LA LAY 4B —) (Harden, 1988) -

BEAh » AR BN ~ SRR A > AR B ERIAER - TPRERR
+ S AR R YRS (Muhs, 1982) 5 A EE[EIBEMY - 52K SRl Al S E o 4252 2
HIRZENE » TIEG IR RS AT BEHA R T8 NERE FAE - itk
RiAEH TIEFE Y12 Bt — 58 1)~ Wa T8 FEE (8 ) -

HETEAE @ R &R CRIEZE B/ DM - 2882V S - &8 158
HIHPRE T AR - 260 & B eEsn S LR E TP REFF S - R R R 54t
TEERTREALEE T RIEEREEHVRAREML - 15 DME Ry IREE BB AYS IR (Khormali et al.,
2003) -

s oI RPVFET 2 e AR

e HAT & EBEINTFERRACE - o] 23 IRy 2 LSy T e E - RSy
SRR 7 SRR EE AT IS Z TR B AR (1 > LR PTE HIRIPRE ~ H(E TR - 24
SR HenE CYEEGE R EER R R EIE (POBCS, 1991, & 5CHs, 2003; [REE(E,
2004; o1k, 2005; &EENS, 2006) ; ifi ALY IR YIRS =X (8 ) - —2R
FEDUREYIRYERAPE R 598 T8 -~ S{b%) - (&= 5Chf > 2003 ; Tsai et al., 2006
{5 2006): — IS Y1) 595 +—1805 L. (BR#E(E > 2004; Cheng, et al., 2011)
B KRS E RIS ¢ it~ R -~ s £ (T > 2005) -

FE =R EFYIACE - RIS EEERNA T - (558 TR EEORHIE
{BERSR 5 2800 > BRYE T TR PP I & A n] 20 M REME R e et
By - BARRL - W FE(EFY(THE > 2005) -

AR GEHIBIFE L IR B FEFPF IS SIE S ARE - HERNE =
NGBS ES S - #iRdaT - BRI - SE3T2 N IEE0sIEHHE - JEF E
aEEHEHREEREPH TE > 8BRS EEEHMIPbTTE L > B LI
ERIAE > ZER OB PRI R = - 1986) > E/ TR EF YIRS
5 AEP B E e g B i R 5T A R B s A P s DA R EER
{EFSPE AT A EERY TAFIR S NS - (RS S EEAVEE AR A — B AT a8 - IEEAI A
TR PP AR TP B BRI > R B2 5 Al H /Y 5 7AELFF ( (Tsai et al., 2007b;
Tsai et al., 2010) - FZIFARTFE LA LI E M ~ R - PR s LR FHY B - (F R
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TELEEEHEE - WA A& HIRVE NP R EE LR VTE R - PRET & P 15
HEERRE - SR ILIF Ry iskia st S ELAY AR - il Tsai, et al.(2007b)#E1T /\Eh G iR
BTG ~ LN A SIS HE L - AR TR N e 2 P - RE A E
F— (B RHES - &/ \EEH R A - RPRUFACERY N U5 - G2/ (E
G S AR AOZ N UIERE T - 23] E S RIYRE TS R B Y BT (Tsai, et al.,
2007a) - AL EHATIN G P EFRELL TN R CEREHE » AGRNE1E
PR RERTAY R AAHE T (Toai, et al., 2010) « #5880 -0 R PP IR - it
Bl T 5 SRR A I - SRR P 1R 9 (Huang, et al., 2010, 2016, 2017) -

FEAL > BEPRIENE 1C EE T RSy HIRERER - AR 1C S ER A
A EAYRRPE - FIFH OSL (optically stimulated luminescence) BA K 10Be ZE 4R flieIi4e
JNFHYE R (Simoes et al., 2007 ;  Tsai, et al., 2008 ; Siame et al., 2012) - t7{#15: Tsai, et al.
(2016) 15 DAZETLFRARRY &R IS TSR Y (B =) - WA B SHERE RSB+
BIEE M AR HEEEEEE SRR R IR -

I3tk
TIEEE RIS 20 A DL T 1% THRIFA ) AT WRERS & RAEE
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HIZSE BB - e A A B AR - B R A] U] 24 5 0 24y PREREHA T ¢

(- ) PR S g7 3%

TIERFRA PP IRIIASE - BR T BRaT DI E RS (DAY > H (2 B ey
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(Tsai et al., 2007b) ~ #f;& N./Eas(Vidic and Lobnik, 1997)EAEHTE - (Alonso, 1994) =5 1l 2%
=y HEERFE I - DUIIRESE L5 fa(WPD) S &L H TP RE - #Eh4R it
L E IR (E =) 5 R &8I L E R S A TS ML E nn BAPE T
BHRERECRENESR - EE TE T HE(LEHERAE -

R T I R e =AM L B R R T R B P AR BT - E 2K
TEFEARVHESL - HN ARV ST NS5 EE - (LB IR ek =CAT - 285
I TEEEERER (A M o FEHATk e R SRV EEEE - SR e ey -
IS SRR TS ERR RV SRR LEREE T - FELL Yaalon (1971)5
FAP T EAVAR ISR Rl - W0 TIREHIPRE - (L E 6% - 20k & 8BRS - SRS
MAE2 mEGET IR F - AR T E(LERFHEEM - RItEAHY) - pH B - e REEE
PRRAIME Sy -

TEE  RBRIGREE N HEVEH BT - HIELEULEHER » B2 %
RS S AR RS E T EE LA PR E B O pE RS E B E 22 2~
B0 RS - RELAEAHRA IR R P YR B O IE - JEDISRIS A e 5 2R
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R - St a8 S F MR ISR ’E H R E R P S e A
B B EFAR A BEFERIAYA 2 2 H Al & 8 R o i EHAYIR G2 — (A
e, 2004) o AT {8 =R I AT R A R RS2 8 (Huggeett, 1998; Birkeland,
1999) - 3If7 H i F B0 ] e =R DI © 2 - ST HEV)E FHIPEHUET TIRES - ]
tem TIRIF PP IR - I L&A R = (R &8 IR E R -

(—: ) ?Fiﬁi;f?flj}?

&8 HATHINT SR AR 2 R A e 0 S & - (B2 &V B r LR I A = 2T
TEAEERENZEE A EiR BB - IEESEEN R LR ILER ? 502
R oy=p s S ol N VAl S = i 7 £ N v ot 25 /SR QR | e A B N E e = )
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B KR - B A iiEE BN - PSR IR EE AN - 9
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Ah o RS IS HIREGE T NS E TR EE e R EEY) - (R
BLEHIRYE - S B R e RS 1014 E (Birkeland, 1999) - (At » fE&7E
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HigEe b5 H 55 1 (Khormali et al., 2003) -

[EfRH > (E B8 =8 EEG R A F - B eI iE st 18 B(LE RS E
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Integrating Rhetoric into Teaching Chinese as a Second Language

on “Word Disassembling Approaches”
Se-hsing Cheng”

Abstract

For people who with certain knowledge of a foreign language want to better their
foreign language proficiency, they need to develop their rhetorical skills immediately. The
rhetorical skills usually serve as the scaffold of reading and language application, which leads
the students to explore the connotation of a language and allows them to express themselves in
a creative way. In fact, a language is a carrier of the teaching of cultures. Through a language,
the students may understand the concepts such as the ethnical spirit and cultural values. The
rhetiorical skills play an important role when designing a languange course while the refined
words in language communication reveal the complicated cultural connotation and spirit. For
this reason, the essay based on the theory of communication and rhetoric not only discusses
the question of how to improve a person’s capacity of communication through the rhetorical
skills but also proposes the teaching advices through the text comparison. It starts the
discussion from three aspects: first, in terms of cognitive function, improve people’s
comprehension by analyzing and deconstructing the complicated words and texts. Secondly,
highlight the face communication difference in terms of sentiments; thirdly, deconstruct,
understand, replicate and appreciate a work prior to reorganizing the learning process of a
language to complete the intercultural communication and exchange.

Keywords: Cognitive Function, Rhetorical skills, TSCOL, Communication, Word
dis-assembling approaches
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The Weakened Power of Declaration:
Comparison between Serialized Version and Compiled Version of
Liu Yi Chang’s The Drunkard under the Perspective of Cultural

Industries
Yuki Hoi-yin Shum”

Abstract

The serial novels of Hong Kong in the 1950s and the 1960s are important resources for
cultural production. These novels can either be compiled to publish or adapted into
screenplays, therefore, became important original texts for the publishing and film industry.

The Drunkard by Liu Yi Chang was a refreshing and daring piece of literary work of its
time. Liu claimed that the novel was written to entertain himself instead of its readers. The
drunkard’s personal view on arts and literature, voiced through his critical comments towards
the press, the publishing and film industry in the story, could well be regarded as Liu’s account
of real life in Hong Kong at the time of writing. At more than 100,000 words, the novel was
first serialized in 1963 on the literary supplement “Starry Night” of Singtao Evening Post and,
in the same year, compiled and published by Seashore Publishing Company (Hong Kong).
Ever since the 1970s, most researchers of The Drunkard have based their research on
Seashore's version. However, Seashore's version has more than 2,000 amendments made by
Liu, which were also kept when Liu revised the novel for publication by Vista Publishing
(Taipei) in 1979. The differences between the serialized version and Seashore’s version
directly affected the direction and focus of many literary critics’ research.

This essay is intended to discuss the following questions: What amendments were made
in Seashore’s version, and, under the perspective of cultural industries, what is (are) the
purpose(s) of Liu's amendments?

The Drunkard was amended in four ways, including “addition”, “omission”,
“rearrangement” and “alteration”, in hopes of ensuring its successful publication. It has been
over 50 years since The Drunkard was first serialized, and its literary achievement has been
highly acclaimed. Based on the original version, this essay will conduct an in-depth discussion
of these amendments under the perspective of the cultural industries.

Keywords: cultural industry, Hong Kong literature, serial novels, compilation and publishing
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pp. 265-266.
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#Jane P. Tompkins, “An Introduction to Reader-Response Criticism,” Reader-Response Criticism, p. xi.
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“The Operas Proof the Histories and State the Ambition.”
—Qingzhonpu, the writing based on “public outrage” written by Li

Yu in Early Qing
Jo-hsien Wang”

Abstract

The playwright of Suzhou-school, Li Yu was famous by chuangi in the early Qing
dynasty. He had revised the poetries and had made the comments on the previous playwrights.
Li Yu experienced the dynastic changes. Before the end of Ming dynasty, he devoted to
imperial examination, and then focused on his writing of chuangi. His writings were focused
on the history and the currently events. The changi Qingzhonpu was a history of Jhou
Shunxian and Yen PeiShueng who suffered the persecution under Wei Zhongxian. It implied
that “the operas proof the histories and state the ambition.” According to the writing, it

revealed that the “public outrage” was beneath the reality.

Keywords: Li Yu, Qingzhonpu, Public Outrage, Wu Weiye, Zhang Pu
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Abstract

Language learners’ pragmatic competence determines the extent to which they
communicate appropriately in target languages. As one of the face-threatening speech acts,
requests have been widely investigated by pragmatic researchers in the foreign or second
language education field. Yet, previous studies mainly focused on language learners’ request
behaviors or strategies, and comparatively less investigations examined learners’ perception
when making requests in varied scenarios. To fill the literature gap, this study investigated
EFL learners’ pragmalinguistic performance of using modifications when making requests to
interlocutors with different social statuses. It further depicted these learners’ sociopragmatic
performance by exploring how they perceived and elaborated on their speech act behaviors.

The participants were 48 freshmen recruited from a private university in central Taiwan.
Data collected included a Written Discourse Completion Task and a Multiple-choice Discourse
Completion Task. The former examined learners’ use of modifications, while the latter
documented participants’ judgments on the appropriateness of request utterances. Additionally,
an individual follow-up interview was conducted with 24 voluntary participants to uncover
their perception towards particular request utterances in social settings. The findings suggested
that these participants frequently employed Grounders to support their utterances, while they
produced few internal modifications due to limited pragmalinguistic knowledge. It also
revealed that the participants had limited lexical knowledge to execute modification usage
because only a few forms were produced to present particular modifications. Little situational
differences were found in the participants’ sociopragmatic performance, although their
awareness of social relationship, social distance and degree of imposition were somewhat
revealed. They strongly perceived that request utterances should be produced in an indirect
and polite manner. Pedagogical implications and research suggestions are provided based on
the findings and limitations of this study.
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EFL Learners’ Use of Modifications in Making Requests:
Pragmalinguistic and Sociopragmatic Perspectives

1. INTRODUCTION

Pragmatic competence plays a central role in determining second/foreign language
learners’ abilities to communicate appropriately in target languages (Bachman & Palmer, 1996;
Eslami-Resekh & Eslami-Resekh, 2008). It shapes the way people convey and understand
communicative intent, that is, “matching actional intent with linguistic form based on the
knowledge of an inventory of verbal schemata that carry illocutionary force” (Celce-Murcia,
Dornyei, & Thurrell, 1995, p.17). With an aim to enhance foreign language education,
pragmatic competence or performance has accordingly become a research topic in
linguistics-related and cross-cultural research domains in order to examine learners’
capabilities to reveal and interpret meaning congruously in a social situation (Taguchi, 2009).

Among various speech acts, pragmatic researchers have examined the request behaviors
across different cultures and contexts (e.g., Al-Ali & Alawneh, 2010; Dendenne, 2014;
Economidou-Kogetsidis, 2010; Kobayashi & Rinnert, 2003; Zhu, 2012). As Ellis (1994)
defined, requests are “attempts on the part of a speaker to get the hearer to perform or to stop
performing some kinds of action” (p.164). According to Brown and Levinson (1987), making
a request is considered as one of the face-threatening acts placing both requesters and
requestees’ faces at risk. There is hence a need for requesters to adjust illocutionary forces to
the most appropriate level by manipulating different request strategies or other verbal
behaviors (Ellis, 1992).

Additionally, interlanguage pragmatic research has been conducted to examine request
utterances made by non-native and native speakers of English over the past three decades (e.g.,
Al-Ali & Alawneh, 2010; Jalilifar, 2009; Kilickaya, 2010; Lundell & Erman, 2012; Suh, 1999;
Tanaka & Kawade, 1982). These previous studies mainly analyzed learners’ request behaviors
or strategies by relying on production data mostly collected from single research source, such
as discourse completion tasks (DCTs), role plays, or classroom observations. It was found that
English as a Second or Foreign Language (ESL/EFL) learners usually fail to produce the same
quality and/or quantity of request strategies as native speakers do. In addition to the unequal
production of request strategies, request utterances made by second language (L2) learners
usually contain grammatical and lexical errors (Kilickaya, 2010).

As noted by Yule (2008), pragmatic failures may happen between interlocutors when one
fails to comprehend or express intended meaning behind or within speech acts. Leech (2016)
differentiated and classified pragmatic failures into pragmalinguistic and sociopragmatic
perspectives of language uses. Pragmalinguistic failures happen when one is incompetent to
map the linguistic knowledge to the intended meaning and/or illocutionary force one wishes to
present in request utterances. Sociopragmatic failures occur when one is poor at making social
judgments by referring to social variables, which causes one to deliver inappropriate request
utterances. Such pragmatic errors are considered less visible and more likely to be

misunderstood as interferences of speakers’ personality, rather than speakers’ limited grasp of
pragmatic norms (Thomas, 1983).
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1.1. Speech Acts and Making Requests

The concept of speech act theory developed from the assumption that the minimal unit of
communication is more than just sentences or expressions, but certain kinds of acts that are
performed (Searle, 1969). Based on Austin’s (1962) concept, to have a successful
communication, interlocutors need to understand the literal meaning of the utterance (locution),
then interpret the implied information (illocution), and finally respond to the message they
comprehend accordingly (perlocution). As further elaborated by Bardovi-Harlig (2010), the
illocutionary force refers to the intended force of an utterance, while the perlocutionary force
means the actual effect on the hearer.

According to Searle (1969), speech acts are divided into five categories including
representatives (e.g., assertions, reports), directives (e.g., requests, suggestions), commissives
(e.g., promises, threats), expressives (e.g., apologies, gratitudes), and declaratives (e.g.,
decrees, declarations). Among which, requesting is one of the most frequently used speech
acts and ESL/EFL learners usually encounter difficulties in making appropriate requests
(Jalilifar, 2009; Takahashi & Beebe, 1987). Trosborg (1995) defines the speech act of requests
as “an illocutionary act whereby a speaker (requester) conveys to the hearer (requestee) that
he/she wants the requestee to perform an act which is for the benefit of the speaker” (p.187).
As Hassall (2001) noted, requests are a complex speech act that deserves further investigations
on several aspects of language learners’ pragmatic performance in interlanguage pragmatic
studies.

Among potential factors, politeness has been identified as a crucial concept inherently
correlated to the speech act of requests performed by EFL/ESL learners (e.g., Lundell &
Erman, 2012; Riddiford & Joe, 2010; Sa'd, Hatam & Mohammadi, 2014). According to Brown
and Levinson's (1987) face model of politeness, “face” is regarded as the public self-image
that interlocutors would claim for themselves. The speech act of requests is recognized as a
face-threatening act since it may have an unexpected impact on the relationship between
interlocutors, especially on requestee’s negative face which is the “basic claim to territories,
personal preserves, rights to non-distraction (p. 61). It was documented that EFL/ESL learners’
requests may be performed with an abundance of politeness in order to save face for
themselves and interlocutors (e.g., Li, 2000; Savi¢, 2014; Wang, 2011). Their overuse of
politeness strategy in some situations was primarily caused by limited pragmalinguistic or
sociopragmatic competence (Savi¢, 2014).

In addition to politeness moves, requesters should further employ mitigated adjustments
(i.e., modifications) to soften the illocutionary force, which is to preserve requestees’ negative
face (Brown & Levinson, 1987). The extent to which a request should be mitigated was
claimed to correlate with three variables, including social power, social distance, and
imposition (Yule, 2008). The variable of social power (P) refers to the power differentials
between hearer and the speaker; the variable of social distance (D) reveals the
distance-closeness between them; the variable of imposition (R) reflects the degree of
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imposition of utterance content (Schmitt, 2010). It is supposed that interlocutors make requests
more indirectly when encountering those who have higher social power, remoter social
distance, and particularly in the context of greater degree of imposition.

Modifications are language elements embedded in utterances as to either soften or
intensify the illocutionary force of the speech act (Blum-Kulka & Olshtain, 1984). Those
elements embedded in the nucleus of the speech act (i.e., Head Act) are internal modifications,
which are defined as “the part of the sequence which might serve to realize the act
independently of other elements” (Blum-Kulka & Olshtain, 1984, p. 200). The elements
embedded out of Head Act as the adjuncts are namely external modifications. For example, if
a request is uttered as “Do you think I could borrow your textbook? | missed class yesterday,
you know.” The unit “I could borrow your textbook™ refers to Head Act, while the unit “Do
you think” belongs to an internal modification and “lI missed class yesterday, you know” is
regarded as an external modification. The analysis of modifications not only includes the
nuclear part of the speech act but also the supplementing part of the speech act, which
examines request utterances in a more holistic perspective, compared to the analysis of request
strategies (Dendenne, 2014). The extant pragmatic studies showed that EFL/ESL learners
tended to use limited variety or amount of modifications (e.g., Al-Ali & Alawneh, 2010;
Kobayashi & Rinnert, 2003; Schauer, 2004); nonetheless, not many researchers have further
conducted qualitative investigations on the issues relevant to such a phenomenon of using
modifications.

1.2. Purpose of the Study

The current study aims to fill two literature gaps related to interlanguage pragmatic
performance in making requests. The focus in previous studies has been mainly on the request
strategies employed by language learners. Yet, the analysis of other verbal behaviors such as
the use of internal and external modifications was comparatively less emphasized and stated,
especially in the EFL contexts. Additionally, the extant literature focused on the examination
of production data emerging from request behaviors or other speech acts (i.e., learners’
pragmalinguistic performance), while perception data regarding how and why various speech
acts would be delivered (i.e., learners’ sociopragmatic performance) were scantily documented
(Chang, 2011; Farashaiyan & Muthusamy, 2016). Bardovi-Harlig and Griffin (2005)
underlined that perception data could uncover L2 learners’ pragmatic awareness in identifying
the appropriate or inappropriate production of speech acts, which in turn may provide learners
with necessary information fostering them to become competent users of the target language
(see also Farashaiyan & Muthusamy, 2016).

This study hence addresses the following two research questions, employing both
written/multiple discourse completion tasks and follow-up interviews. The current research
highlights not only learners’ production but also perception in request utterance, different from
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previous studies relying on single research source to examine the extent to which EFL learners

could perform this speech act.

1. What is university EFL learners’ performance in using internal and external modifications
when making requests in varied social settings?

2. How do university EFL learners perceive their request behaviors in varied social settings?

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

The following review drawing on pragmalinguistic and sociopragmatic perspectives will
mainly focus on studies conducted in the EFL/ESL contexts to situate the current study
regarding how and why EFL learners performed request behaviors. Generally speaking, the
related studies reviewed below employed discourse completion tasks (DCTs). Those studies
using other research instrument(s) will be further specified.

2.1. Pragmalinguistic Research on Request Behaviors

Over the past two decades, numerous cross-linguistic studies have been conducted to
examine L2 learners’ pragmalinguistic performance on making requests in the interlanguage
field. Most of these studies examined request strategies (in particular politeness or directness
issues) used by L2 learners and native speakers of English (e.g., Dendenne, 2014;
Economidou-Kogetsidis, 2010; Jalilifar, Hashemian, & Tabatabaee, 2011; Kim, 1995; Lin,
2009; Lundell & Erman, 2012; Suh, 1999; Tanaka & Kawade, 1982). It was generally found
that ESL/EFL learners less frequently used polite and indirect strategies when delivering this
speech act, compared to native speakers. Those learners with higher language proficiency
levels appeared to perform this speech act in a more native-like manner due to their
competence in using linguistic forms related to request strategies.

Another strand of research attempted to probe into EFL learners’ acquisition or
development in request behaviors without a comparison with the performance of native
speakers of English (e.g., Aliakbari & Gheitasi, 2014; Anani Sarab & Alikhani, 2015; Kaneko,
2004; Sa'd, Hatam & Mohammadi, 2014). These studies primarily documented the extent to
which EFL learners could be aware of or competent in making appropriate requests with
respect to politeness, indirectness, and/or formality in English-speaking contexts. With one
voice, it was suggested that EFL learners need instructional intervention to alleviate the
negative pragmatic transfer from the participants’ native language. Anani Sarab and Alikhani
(2015) further proved that awareness-raising instruction fostered language learners in
recognizing the gaps they experienced during the development of interlanguage pragmatic
competence.

In the extant literature, some researchers have started to examine EFL/ESL learners’
application of internal or external modifications to soften or aggravate the power of request
delivery, which further depicted the pragmatic deviation between non-native speakers and
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native speakers. As indicated by some studies, non-native speakers usually applied the type of
external modification, Grounder, more frequently when all types of modifications were under
investigation (e.g., Blum-Kulka & Olshtain, 1984; Hill, 1997; House & Kasper, 1987; Schauer,
2004). Other studies showed that EFL/ESL learners usually underused the internal
modifications when compared with native speakers, in particular the use of Downtoner (e.g.,
Dendenne, 2014; Hassall, 2001; Kasper, 1981; Trosborg, 1995). Additionally, it seems that
proficiency levels also play an important role in non-native English speakers’ pragmalinguistic
performance of using modifications (e.g., Al-Ali & Alawneh, 2010; Dendenne, 2014;
Kobayashi & Rinnert, 2003).

As one of the earliest researchers examining modifications of request making, Kasper
(1981) found that German learners of English applied fewer internal modifications than native
speakers; specifically, Downtoner was used less frequently and Consultative Device was not
applied at all. As for the use of external modifications, participants applied the same amount of
Grounder as native speakers, which was the only modification that learners performed
adequately in the study. Similar results were noted in House and Kasper (1987) and Trosborg
(1995). In the former study, German and Danish learners used fewer internal modifications
than native speakers and these foreign language learners over-performed the use of Grounder.
The latter study revealed that Danish learners underused both internal and external
modifications, compared to native speakers; among which, Downtoner was rarely used and
Grounder most frequently applied in their request production.

Hill (1997) investigated the request modifiers used by Japanese EFL learners with varied
proficiency levels. The result showed that these learners overused the internal modifier “please”
when compared with native speakers’ pragmatic performances. The use of Downtoner
however showed no difference between high- and low-level language learners. With regard to
external modifications, Grounder was the most frequently used by all groups of participants.
Schauer (2004) documented similar findings regarding European EFL learners’ overusing
Grounder in request production data. He explained that participants tended to provide explicit
explanations to their requests as they took it a serious speech act in a foreign language context.

Kobayashi and Rinnert (2003) examined Japanese EFL learners in high and low
proficiency levels performing requests through the activities of role-play. In their study, it was
found that the participants of both proficiency levels applied Preparator, Grounder, and
Pre-condition, while only learners in the high proficiency group performed Disarmer and Cost
Minimizer in their request behaviors. They argued that highly proficient learners applied the
“verbosity” strategy to provide more elaborate information to support their utterances.
According to Soler, Jorda, and Martinez-Flor (2005), the “verbosity” strategy was to give
explicit and detailed information in utterances; however, the “verbosity” effect emerged when
the utterances contained “too many words” or more details than was necessary, and thus may
cause inappropriate pragmatic moves.
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Jordanian EFL learners in Al-Ali and Alawneh (2010) were also different from American
native speakers of English in performing request behaviors. These non-native speakers
selected fewer linguistic mitigating devices than their counterparts, except for the use of
Grounder and Sweetener. They tended to employ more formal formulas in their request
openers and mostly flouted Grice’s maxim of quantity by adhering to indirect expressions
when trying to soften their requests. It was concluded that these EFL learners’ limited
language abilities and pragmatic knowledge possibly determined how they selected
lexico-syntactic modifiers in the requests under investigation.

More recently, Dendenne (2014) compared the request behaviors between Algerian ESL
learners and native speakers of English. These results indicated that these ESL learners
overused the request modification Understater (e.g., Would you mind if I borrow this book for
a while?) and “please” in their request production. The author explained that the participants
overused specific mitigators since they were not competent to use others such as Downtoner
(e.g., Could you possibly loan me enough moolah?). In other words, the recruited ESL learners
may not have yet developed pragmalinguistic competence up to the extent to which they could
produce internal modification in an appropriate way.

2.2. Sociopragmatic Research on Request Behaviors

The extant literature on making requests has revealed that L2 learners usually perform
little situational differences when facing varied social variables, implying that L2 learners’
sociopragmatic competence may fall behind in other pragmatic competence levels. Over three
decades ago, Scarcella and Brunak (1981) examined adult ESL learners’ performance on
politeness towards interlocutors with different social statuses (i.e., superiors, peers, and
subordinates). Data collected from role-play activities showed that L2 learners, in particular
those who have lower proficiency levels, performed similar politeness strategies when facing
these three social statuses. In the same vein, Trosborg (1995) elicited data by using role-play
materials to examine Danish learners of English in illocutionary acts of requests. Most
participants experienced difficulties in varying modifications except for a few advanced
learners capable of making judgments in their speech act performance. Moreover, direct
strategies were rarely applied by low-level participants who considered using direct strategies
to be impolite request moves. In a study abroad context, the Irish learners of German in
Barron’s (2003) longitudinal study had very limited development in sociopragmatic
competence, in spite of having reached a relatively advanced level of pragmalinguistic
competence. Among various speech acts, the participants’ request delivery to various
interlocutors remained similar without taking the issues of social statuses/power or imposition
into consideration.

Several ESL/EFL studies further echoed the aforementioned phenomenon of L2 learners’
lack of sociopragmatic competence in making appropriate judgments on requests. For example,

Ellis (1992) observed ESL learners’ English exchanges in classroom interactions by
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documenting 410 requests during a span of 15 to 21 months. The study concluded that the
participating learners failed to develop sociolinguistic competence essential for making
appropriate request forms to different addressees despite that development took place over
time. The author further explained that real sociopragmatic needs were ignored in classroom
instruction, although the learning environment fostered interpersonal and expressive needs.
Rose (2000) developed a cartoon oral production task to collect three groups of primary school
students’ requests responses in Hong Kong. Limited evidence of situational variation in speech
acts was found in the participants’ responses, although there was a developmental pattern in
their choice of request strategies, frequency of supportive moves, and use of adjuncts.
Riddiford and Joe (2010) tracked the development of EFL learners’ sociopragmatic
proficiency at workplaces after they immigrated to New Zealand. In an English training course
offered to migrants, these participants had a chance to raise their awareness of cultural
differences. At the beginning of this teaching project, these learners could not tell the
difference in language choices when making requests to someone of higher, equal, and lower
statuses. It was found that the EFL learners used internal or external modifiers to indicate
politeness and/or soften the force of their requests delivered to interlocutors with different
social statuses in workplaces after the 13-week training program. This qualitative study proved
the effects of course instruction on EFL learners’ sociopragmatic performance.

In conclusion, a limited number of interlanguage pragmatic studies pertaining to
sociopragmatic perspectives have been conducted, compared to those investigations on
pragmalinguistic issues. The majority of extant studies investigated EFL/ESL learners’
production of request performance, yet little has been documented concerning learners’
perceptions towards the use of linguistics mitigating device, different social variables and in
what ways they wish to present utterances. The present study hence fills the literature gap by
conducting follow-up interviews to further elaborate the recruited EFL learners’ perceptions of
their request performance with regard to varied social contexts.

3. METHODOLOGY

3.1. Participants

Participants were 48 college students in a private university located in central Taiwan.
This convenient sample was selected on the basis of their availability and willingness to get
involved in this research project. The participants were first-year English majors recruited
from three Oral Training classes in the School Year of 2015. The age of participants (18 males
and 30 females) ranged from 17 to 19 years. The proficiency levels of these freshmen were
either intermediate or intermediate-high based on their performance in the department
placement exam. All of the EFL learners participated in taking the Discourse Completion
Tasks and 24 out of them volunteered to take part in an individual interview.
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3.2. Instruments

Data collected for investigating EFL learners’ production and perception about making
requests included two Discourse Completion Tasks (DCTs) and a follow-up interview. Widely
employed in the pragmatic field, DCTs offer sufficient contextualized information in
descriptions of speech act scenarios and may justify the validity of learners’ pragmatic
performance (Félix-Brasdefer, 2005). This kind of research instrument was proved as a highly
efficient research tool to “study the stereotypical, perceived requirement for a socially
appropriate response” despite that it may not fully present participants’ authentic speech
performance (Cummings & Clark, 2006, p. 80). DCTs further could allow researchers to
control the contextual factors to be investigated in empirical studies (Al-Ali & Alawneh,
2010).

Two formats of DCTs were used in the current study, including a Written Discourse
Completion Task (WDCT, 9 items) and a Multiple-choice Discourse Completion Task (MDCT,
15 items). As it took time for participants to compose their answers to WDCT items, the final
instrument was selected from the originally designed 15 items after the pilot study. In so doing,
the DCT data collection could be completed by all the participants within the available in-class
meeting time scheduled by the three course instructors. Before the participants cooperated
with the current research, they received clear instruction highlighting that the DCT scenarios
were intended to be situated in English-speaking contexts. In addition to detailed contextual
descriptions, the DCT items contained scenarios closely related to participants’ daily life
experiences and background knowledge, such as asking friends for a ride, borrowing a
motorbike from relatives, or asking professors to deliver lectures in a louder volume.

Referring to the politeness theory (Brown & Levinson, 1987), the design of all the DCT
items presented three major variables that would affect request behaviors, including social
power, social distance, and degree of imposition. These variables were revealed in the
descriptions of relationship and closeness between interlocutors in various conversation
contexts. In line with previous studies (e.g., Aliakbari & Gheitasi, 2014; Bella, 2012), the
designed scenarios in both the WDCT and MDCT items took place in communications with
superiors (e.g., professor/teacher, employers, or parents), peers (e.g., siblings, friends, or
classmates), and subordinates (e.g., students, employees, or children) who are native speakers
of English. Following the Cross-Cultural Study of Speech Act Realization Patterns (CCSARP),
each WDCT item included preferred or dispreferred rejoinder with an aim to create a more
complete conversational context, which may benefit the participants in composing the request
sentence (see details in Blum-Kulka & Olshtain, 1984). The MDCT items were primarily
adapted from Rose and Ono (1995), a typical research which proved the benefits of examining
university EFL students’ request performance via multiple-choice questionnaire (MCQ) in
comparison with traditional written elicitation instruments. Following Rose and Ono’s MCQ
design, the current study provided “opting out” as an option representing one of language

learners’ speech act strategies in its own right. The conversation situations and dialogue
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contents in all of these DCT items were revised by referring to expert reviews and a pilot study
(see Appendix A for individual examples and conversation scenarios). The pilot study was
conducted with 20 university EFL freshmen in an Oral Training Class in 2014. Based on the
preliminary findings and analysis results, the difficult wordings, insufficient contextual clues,
and vague options which may hinder participants’ understanding or decision in answering the
DCT items were revised under the guidance of two experts in the field of sociolinguistics and
pragmatics.

The WDCT and MDCT were implemented to document EFL learners’ pragmatic
performance in different aspects. The former instrument collected production data by mainly
examining learners’ pragmalinguistic performance in using internal and external modifications.
The participants provided possible answers he/she would make to the request scenarios in a
written form. As noted by Cummings and Clark (2006), a written format of DCT may offer
participants chances to compose their own speech act utterance in the designed items eliciting
“semantic formulas and strategies that will likely occur in natural speech” (p. 80). The latter
investigated learners’ social judgments in varied request scenarios (i.e., sociopragmatic
performance). The participants were asked to choose the option they believed to be the most
appropriate utterance among the four options in each MDCT item, which was then analyzed as
perception data in line with participants’ elaboration in the subsequent follow-up interview.
Rose and Ono (1995) argued that data collected from multiple-choice items may be more
representative to present how participants may perceive their actual language use in request
behaviors.

The semi-structured interview protocol contained two general questions and five
sequential questions, which aimed at gaining the participants’ reflection on their performance
in the MDCT section (see Appendix B for major interview questions). Further inquiry was
made to have the participating EFL learners explain why they reported what they perceived in
reaction to various conversation scenarios. In addition, the participants were presented with
examples of modifications they used in the DCT items and they then answered follow-up
questions such as “Do you use any language elements (e.g., perhaps or a bit) to soften your
requests? Why or why not? Finally, the participants were invited to share their previous
learning experience in using modifications, if any, when making English requests.

3.3. Data Collection

The data collection procedure lasted for two months in Fall Semester 2015. The second
author visited three Oral Training classes after gaining the course instructors’ and freshmen
students’ consents. The timeframe for responding to both DCT tasks was managed within
available 40 minutes among the participating classes, in adherence to the consistency of data
collection procedure in various classroom settings. There was no practice effect on the DCT
data collected as these freshman participants had no experience in practicing discourse
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completing tasks before taking part in this study. They did not have a chance to go over the
two sets of DCT items describing different conversation scenarios and interlocutors until the
scheduled data collection date.

After the DCT data collection, a 25- to 30-minute interview was conducted with
voluntary participants respectively based on their available time slots. The interviews aimed to
elicit perception data by having learners make reflections on what they composed in the
WDCT items and why they chose specific options in the MDCT items. The interviewees were
encouraged to elaborate their answers to individual Wh- or Yes/No questions. They hence
reflected on their use of internal or external modifications in addition to revealing social
judgments on preferable options. The participants were encouraged to use the language they
felt most comfortable with, either English or Mandarin. Any data collected in Mandarin were
translated by the researchers and reviewed by a native English speaker.

3.4. Data Analysis

Data collected were analyzed in three sequential phases. First of all, the WDCT coding
scheme was adapted from the classification of modifications in previous research
(Blum-Kulka & Olshtain, 1984; Faerch & Kasper, 1983). The internal modification categories
consisted of Consultative Device, Understater, Hedge, Downtoner, Intensifier, and Expletive.
The external modifications in the scheme included Checking on Availability, Getting a
Precommitment, Grounder, Sweetener, Disarmer, and Cost Minimizer (see Table 1 for the
examples offered in Blum-Kulka & Olshtain, 1984). The second author completed the first
stage of coding which was further confirmed by the first author and expert review. The coded
data were then presented in numbers to show the frequency of each modification being used
by the participants. Secondly, the MDCT data were graded and presented in the distribution of
percentages based on the participants’ most preferred choice in each item. Ch-square analysis
was further administered to examine the different frequencies of using modifications in
request utterances delivered to various interlocutors. Finally, the data collected from the
audio-recorded follow-up interviews were transcribed for further qualitative analysis based on
the grounded theory (Corbin & Strauss, 2008). The data under analysis included the
participants’ direct answers to interview questions as well as their further elaboration on the
issues to be investigated. Major themes emerging from this set of data primarily included the
participants’ perceptions of how they make social judgements in varying social settings (e.g.,
interference of Taiwanese traditional concept, avoidance of negative face value, and politeness
as the main issue). Also included were potential reasons determining their pragmalinguistic
and sociolinguistic performance (e.g., frequent reliance on L1 translation, difficulties in using
lexical and semantic expressions, and influence of previous learning experience).
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Table 1. Modification coding scheme

Internal Modification

Definition/Example

Consultative Device
Understater

Hedge

Downtoner
Intensifier

Expletive

External Modification

The speaker seeks to involve the hearer and bids for his/her cooperation. /
“Do you think T could borrow your lecture notes from yesterday?”

The speaker minimizes parts of the proposition. / “Could you tidy up a bit
before I start?”

The speaker avoids specification in making a commitment to the
illocutionary point of the utterance. / “It would really help if you did
something about the kitchen.”

The speaker modulates the impact his/her utterance is likely to have on the
hearer. / “Will you be able perhaps to drive me?”

The speaker over-represents the reality denoted in the propositions. /
“Clean up this mess, it's disgusting.”

The speaker explicitly expresses negative emotional attitudes. / “You still
haven't cleaned up that bloody mess!”

Definition/Example

Checking on Availability
Getting a
Precommitment

Grounder

Sweetener

Disarmer

Cost Minimizer

The speaker prefaces his/her main speech act with an utterance intended to
check if the precondition necessary for compliance holds true. / “Are you
going in the direction of the town? And if so, is it possible to join you?”
The speaker precedes the act by an utterance that can count as an attempt
to obtain a precommital. / “Will you do me a favor? Could you perhaps
lend me your notes for a few days?”

The speaker indicates the reasons for the request./ “Excuse me, I've just
missed my bus and you live on the same road. | wonder if | could trouble
you for a lift?”

The speaker lowers the imposition involved by expressing exaggerated
appreciation of the hearer's ability to comply with the request. / “You have
beautiful handwriting, would it be possible to borrow your notes for a few
days?”

The speaker indicates his/her awareness of a potential offense, thereby
attempting to anticipate possible refusal. / “Excuse me, | hope you don't
think I'm being forward, but is there any chance of getting a lift home?”
The speaker indicates consideration of the ‘cost' to the hearer involved in
compliance with the request. /Pardon me, but could you give me a lift, if
you're going my way, as | just missed the last bus.
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4. RESULTS

This section presents the participating EFL learners’ pragmalinguistic and sociopragmatic
performance when applying modifications to request behaviors. The former perspective is
depicted in terms of overall modifications used, followed by specific external and internal
modifications employed in various conversational contexts. The later perspective is revealed
by the participants’ concerns in highlighting politeness when making English requests and
self-perception of their sociopragmatic performance.

4.1. EFL Learners’ Pragmalinguistic Performance

4.1.1. Modifications Used in Requests

Overall, the participants’ pragmalinguistic performance indicated that external
modifications were far more often applied in requests, compared to internal formats. Among
the 432 tokens of request utterances under analysis, the most frequently used external
modification was Grounder (N= 285), followed by Getting a Precommitment (N= 32) and
Checking on Availability (N= 23). A few cases were related to Sweetener (N= 15), Cost
Minimizer (N= 13), or Disarmer (N= 3). Yet, a paucity of coded components were made with
regard to internal modifications, including Intensifier (N= 12), Understater (N=9), Hedge (N=
8), Consultative Device (N= 6), and Downtoner (N= 3). None of the modifications were
Expletive (N= 0). As revealed in the follow-up interviews, the high frequency of using
Grounders indicated participants’ preference for using such language components to adjust the
power, if not imposition, of their request utterances.

4.1.1.1. External modifications in conversational contexts

When further investigating the collected data, the frequency pattern in Table 2 shows that
the 48 participants seemed to employ a few of the external modifications more frequently in
the scenarios of talking to peers. For example, in Getting a Precommitment, 43.7% of the
modifications were used in the conversation contexts of talking to peers, in comparison with
34.4% and 21.9% of them in the other scenarios. Yet, the statistical analysis of Chi-Square test
shows that there is no significant difference regarding the frequencies of these participants’ use
of all the external modifications when making requests to subordinates, peers, and superiors,
¥* (10, 371) = 9.235, p = .510 > .05. The above findings may suggest that overall this group of
EFL learners applied similar amount of external modifications when making requests to
interlocutors with various social statuses.
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Table 2. External modifications used in scenarios

Scenarios Requests to Requests to
e . Requests to Peers .

Modifications Subordinates Superiors
Grounder 857 (29.8%)" 101 (35.4%) 99 (34.7%)
Getting a Precommitment 11 (34.4%) 14 (43.7%) 7 (21.9%)
Checking on Availability 9 (39.1%) 9 (39.1%) 5 (21.7%)
Sweetener 3 (20%) 8 (53.3%) 4 (26.7%)
Cost Minimizer 4 (30.8%) 7 (53.8%) 2 (15.4%)
Disarmer 1 (33.3%) 2 (66.7%) 0 (0%)

Note. ® total coded number; ® percentage

These Asian EFL learners employed the aforementioned external modifications with an
aim to “make their request a success without offending others”, as elaborated in the interview
data. Typically, Grounders were frequently used to provide reasons or rationales in requests of
asking favors or borrowing something rather than asking someone to stop performing an act
(see Example 1: asking a professor for an appointment).

Example 1: Good morning, Prof. Lin. Since I'm confused about the report, 'm
wondering if it’s okay to have an appointment with you. (P23, S7)*

Furthermore, the participants tended to rely on Checking on Availability, Getting a
Precommitment or Cost Minimizer, particularly more in the scenarios of asking favors.
Example 2 presents the use of Checking on Availability in a scenario of a boss asking an
employee to work overtime.

Example 2: Are you busy on Friday? There are too many books to be ordered,
unpacked and organized. I can’t finish these jobs by myself. So can you help me on
Friday? | will pay you for the extra time. (P12, S2)

Example 3 is the use of Getting a Precommitment when asking a co-worker to help cover for
work, while Example 4 describes a scenario of borrowing a book from a good friend by means

1 “p~ represents participant, while “S” represents scenario. For example, (P23, S7) means the 23th participant’s
utterance in the 7th scenario. All the examples listed in this section present authentic data collected from the
participants who may draft ungrammatical sentences or inappropriate expressions in their answers to WDCT
items.
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of Cost Minimizer.

Example 3: Sorry, Melissa! May you give me a favor? | have to visit my grandmother
in Taipei and will take a day off next Wednesday. Could you substitute for me on that
day? (P34, S5)

Example 4: Where did you get this book! I’ve searched for it for a long time. Could
you lend this to me? I will wait till you finished it. (P38, S4)

Interestingly, a few participants would use Sweetener when a closer social distance with
the requestees existed. Example 5 shows how this external modification was applied to present
closeness with the hearer.

Example 5: Jacky. | kept looking for Infinite Jest but | never found a copy in any
bookstore. You are so lucky! Can you lend me the book to read? (P15, S4)

It seems that these participating EFL learners did not have the pragmalinguistic
competence in using Disarmers, except for three sporadic cases. Example 6 shows how the
participants combined this modification with Grounders (i.e., ...since | have to visit my
grandma) when asking a co-worker to help with her work.

Example 6: Melissa, could you substitute for me next Wednesday? Since | have to visit
my grandma. But if you cant, it’s ok.

4.1.1.2. Internal modifications in conversational contexts

Data analysis shows the participants’ limited use of internal modifications in adherence to
specific scenarios of talking to interlocutors with different social statuses (see Table 3). As
shown in the frequency pattern, all the Hedges were employed in making requests to superiors
while most Intensifiers and Consultative Devices were used to communicate with peers. Yet,
none of the Expletives was depicted. Interestingly, the Chi-Square test shows that the
frequencies of using internal modifications are significantly different when these participants
made requests to subordinates, peers, and superiors, x° (10, 38) = 26.541, p = .003 < .05. The
statistical results suggest that a few of these EFL learners were aware of integrating internal
modifications to request behaviors when interacting with people in various social situations.
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Table 3. Internal modifications used in scenarios

Scenarios Requests to Requests to
Modifications Subordinates Requests to Peers Superiors
Hedge 0% (0%)" 0 (0%) 8 (100%)
Intensifier 2 (16.7%) 7 (58.3%) 3 (25%)
Understater 4 (44.4%) 3 (33.3%) 2 (22.2%)
Downtoner 2 (66.7%) 0 (0%) 1 (33.3%)
Consultative Device 1 (16.7%) 5 (83.3%) 0 (0%)
Expletive 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)

Note. ®total coded number; ° percentage

Further analysis was conducted to examine the extant use of internal modifications with
regard to other variables in social settings. When interviewed, more than 80% of these EFL
learners (N=20/24) highlighted their use of Intensifiers “to state their needs, feelings, or
difficulties” in request utterances. Specifically, “really” was the Intensifier solely used, while
other linguistic forms were not observed in request utterance (see Example 7).

Example 7: Hey, I don’t want to offend you but it really annoyed me that you kept
talking and giggling on your phone for over 5 minutes. (P11, S6)

The participants used Understaters (N= 9) most frequently when they were aware of remote
social distance to the interlocutor (e.g., a stranger in a library), on account of an intention to
soften the requests (see Example 8). In a similar vein, Hedges tended to be used due to the
participants’ awareness of the difference in social status as well as the degrees of imposition
(e.g., a part-time worker asking boss to increase pay for overtime work; see Example 9). These
participants were more familiar with using adjective Hedges, yet adverbial Hedges were not
applied at all in any of the conversational contexts.

Example 8: Excuse me, Miss. | am sorry to bother you, but could you turn your
volume down a little bit? (P5, S6)

Example 9: Well. I have some problems about the extra works and the salary. (P13, S8)

Apart from the abovementioned internal modifications, the other three categories were
rarely applied by the participants. Consultative Devices were primarily employed by the
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participants in terms of “Let’s” delivered to peers or “Will you be willing” to superiors (see
Example 10). And, the only word expressing Downtoners was “maybe” in the requests
addressed toward superiors (see Example 11). Expletives were not found in the data sets
collected.

Example 10: Sorry, professor. I’ve got some problems with the beginning of the report.
Will you be willing to make an appointment with me? (P2, S7)

Example 11: Um...I wonder maybe if there is a higher payment for me since | have the
extra work done. (P17, S8)

4.1.2. Self-perceived Competence in Pragmalinguistic Performance

The participating EFL learners’ perceptions of personal pragmalinguistic competence
and/or performance emerged from further elaboration on their response to two general
interview questions asking them about 1) the reasons to choose a specific option in individual
MDCT items and 2) what they considered the other options. Overall, more than 90% of the
interviewees reported having limited pragmalinguistic knowledge because of great struggle in
figuring out the most appropriate linguistic components matching their request behaviors.
They encountered difficulties in determining lexical usages or semantic chunks to be used as
external or internal modifications in this speech act. For example, one stressed that “I was
constrained by my knowledge of using opening phrases such as can you...or could you....”
The other described her “lack of recognition regarding the differences between can, could,
would, and may.” As noted in their further reflection, these EFL learners appeared to deliver
English request utterance by randomly choosing the linguistic structure(s) they could keep in
mind, depending on instant reactions to the social settings without further consideration.

In particular, two major reasons contributed to the participating EFL learners’ scant use of
internal modifications, including previous schooling experience and first language translation.
During the interview, around 80% of the participants (N= 19/24) reported that the usage of
internal modifications was not taught in school curriculums or textbooks which seem more
regularized in grammar and sentence structures. They could only learn conversational
elements such as internal modifications by either watching movies/TV shows, or by having
face-to-face conversations with native speakers in the target language. Furthermore, the
interviewees mentioned that as a language learning habit they tended to translate utterances
from their first language (i.e., Mandarin) to any target language (i.e., English in this study)
when delivering this speech act. If the main meaning of conversation dialogues could be easily
translated by themselves into Mandarin, the participants indicated that they would pay less
attention to using modifications in their English request production. It was because they relied
solely on translations from their first language when coming up with request utterances. For
example, in a scenario of asking a professor for an appointment, most of the participants
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directly translated their polite request from Mandarin to English by stating “Could | make an
appointment with you, professor?”

4.2. EFL Learners’ Sociopragmatic Performance

4.2.1. Politeness as the Primary Concern

The recruited EFL learners made the issue of politeness a priority when delivering
requests to interlocutors with varied social statuses (i.e., subordinates, peers, or superiors).
They tried to show politeness and indirectness to avoid negative feelings on the hearers and
alleviate the degree of imposition, except for a few conversational contexts (e.g., parents’
requests to children, requests between intimate friends). Accordingly, in most of the MDCT
items, these participants chose the options containing polite expressions (e.g., such as “Could
you help” or “Would you mind”). In two scenarios where a request was delivered to a superior,
around 80% of the participants chose “hints” to represent their indirect requests; that is, “Mom,
Dad. I'm going to Japan with my friend... I really want to go but I don't have enough money
for it. So...” (asking money from parents) and “I realized that | don t actually fit in this club.
So....” (asking the club leader to be excused from the pop music club).

The interview data depict how these EFL learners reflected on their sociopragmatic
judgements on the request options. When communicating with subordinates, they excluded
utterances that would cause negative feelings on the hearers, and thus chose to act politely and
indirectly to show their respects in the communication. As noted by most of the interviewees,
they chose the option regarding an employer’s request to an employee “Joan, could you help
with compiling some documents for the meeting on Thursday?” because employers still need
to be friendly to their employees. They argued that “Otherwise, employees will consider their
boss is bad and difficult.” or “Even if you are a superior in a company, you don’t need to be
that strict and serious.” The only exceptional case was related to a mother’s direct utterance
delivered to a son, stating “Jacob! Get up and clean your bloody messy room.” Such a
preference was attributed to the influence of Taiwanese culture which commonly shows
parents’ authority in preaching to children’s poor behaviors.

When talking to peers, the nature of request and a motive to alleviate the degree of
imposition determined the participants’ speech acts. More than 70% of them adhered to polite
and indirect options in various scenarios where an interlocutor was asking acquaintance or
friends for helping out. For example, they chose “Ron, | feel sick. Would you mind buying me
lunch?” in a request to one’s friend and “Hey, Jenny. Could I borrow your handouts? I need to
make a copy.” to a classmate one is not very familiar with. These participants stressed in
individual interviews, saying “I feel the request is quite troublesome, so I would act more
politely.” Half of the interviewers considered the role of social distance to change their
sociopragmatic choices when showing the closeness with hearers who are really their intimate
friends. They then would apply the direct option of “Hey Jenny. Let me make a copy of the
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handouts from last week.”

As to their communication with superiors, most of the EFL learners’ preference for
applying “hints” (i.e., unconventional indirect request) revealed their adherence to the
Taiwanese traditional concept which regards it disrespect to directly ask superiors to complete
work for subordinates. Therefore, carefully showing politeness remained these participants’
major concern in most of the request scenarios. Yet, interestingly, around half of the
interviewed participants explained that they might perform differently if they were having
spontaneous conversations with others in English-speaking countries because they might not
have enough time to ponder how to use hints as what they could do in answering written DCT
items. They assumed that native speakers of English would be more assertive or direct when
presenting request moves, so conventional usages (i.e., Could you... or Would you...) would
be their most likely candidate choice.

4.2.2. Self-perceived Competence in Sociopragmatic Performance

Interestingly, the interview data revealed that more than 75% of interviewees regarded
themselves more competent in sociopragmatic performance, compared to pragmalinguistic
perspective. As noted by one of the participants, “I don’t have a problem understanding when |
should behave politely or become more formal in an English request. Yet, I'm not quite sure
whether my English language usage could make sense or not.” In general, it seems that these
learners perceived politeness as the major prerequisite, if not requirement, when asking others
for assistance. Only few interviewees (8.3%) mentioned that “it was hard to evaluate varied
social contexts and make judgements on how politely they should act” when making requests
to interlocutors with different social statuses.

Nonetheless, the participants’ self-perception was found incompatible with their
performance in DCT items. It was found that most of them did not acquire the cross-cultural
differences between Mandarin and English sociopragmatic perspectives in terms of the
interpretation of polite requests. On average, less than 40% of these participants chose options
with internal or external modifications in the MDCT items which showed the adequate level of
politeness in English speaking countries, as their request utterances in Mandarin seldom
contain similar modifications. To put it differently, the levels of these EFL participants’
sensitivity to social factors determining the appropriateness of request behaviors was
attributed to their native Taiwanese tradition or ideas rather than the cultural values or norms
of target language.

5. DISCUSSION

This section discusses and elaborates the data analysis results by referring to previous
interlanguage pragmatic research. The issues concerning these participants’ pragmalinguistic
performance will be presented in terms of 1) prevalent use of Grounders and 2) lack of
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pragmalinguistic performance in internal modifications due to limited lexical knowledge.
These EFL learners’ sociopragmatic performance is found to be primarily related to their
adherence to politeness and indirectness. Some possible factors explaining their
sociopragmatic behaviors will be presented below.

5.1. Prevalent Use of Grounders in External Modifications

Grounders were the external modification mostly adopted by the participating EFL
learners. A significantly high frequency usage of Grounders showed a contrasting result to
other types of coded modifications. According to the data analysis, Grounders were employed
285 times and had as many coded items, while other types of modifications averaged fewer
than 40 times. This finding corresponds to previous studies finding that non-native speakers
used more external modifications in their request production, particularly the use of Grounders
(e.g., Blum-Kulka and Olshtain, 1984; Hassall, 2001; Hill, 1997; House & Kasper, 1987;
Schauer, 2004).

While making request utterances, the participants preferred to provide reasons to support
their requests in most of the scenarios. As revealed in the interview reflections, this request
behavior was attributed to the participating EFL learners’ limited pragmalinguistic competence,
making them unable to use other types of modifications; thus, they could only apply
Grounders to support their request utterances. This phenomenon echoes the findings of
Dendenne (2014), in which his participants tended to rely on using specific modifications
since their pragmalinguistic competence was not fully developed to produce other types of
modifications such as Downtoners.

Seemingly, the “verbosity” effect (Burke, 1997; James, Burke, Austin, & Hulme,1998)
emerged in the participants’ request making in the use of Grounders in the current study. Most
of them reported in the follow-up interview that they often provided contextually redundant
information on account of an intention to use detailed reasons to rationalize their request
without offending the interlocutor (e.g., Boss! Would you mind passing me the salt, please? |
think my meal is not salty enough.). As noted in Kobayashi and Rinnert (2003), when learners
support their request by using the “verbosity” strategy they tend to give explicit and detailed
information in their utterances. As revealed in the current study, the off-target “verbosity”
impact happened when these EFL learners inserted too many unnecessary words and details in
their speech act performance, which hence may lead to over-explicit reasons and inappropriate
utterances (e.g., Blum-Kulka & Olshtain, 1984; Kasper, 1981; Kobayashi & Rinnert, 2003;
Hassall, 2001).

5.2. Lack of Pragmalinguistic Performance in Internal Modifications
The EFL learners in this study employed a limited amount of internal modifications,
among which the mostly used was Intensifier (coded 12 times). The underuse of internal
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modification is similar to findings in previous literature (e.g., Dendenne, 2014; Hassall, 2001,
House & Kasper, 1987; Kasper, 1981; Trosborg, 1995). In a similar vein, European learners of
English (such as German EFL learners in Kasper, 1981) were not familiar with applying
different types of internal modifications, particularly the use of Downtoner and Consultative
Device.

The current participants indicated that their underuse of internal modifications was due to
the fact that such linguistic usages had not been adequately addressed in the language
education they received at schools. When interviewed, they explained that modification usage
was somehow overlooked in their textbooks and in their teachers’ instruction. Despite the
important role textbooks play in pragmatic instruction (Kim & Hall, 2002), previous literature
revealed that most EFL textbooks still lack authentic language samples (Grant & Stark, 2001;
\ellenga, 2004). As Vellenga (2004) reported, the EFL learning texts contain fewer
metapragmatic cues than what is included in ESL texts. Moreover, options and expressions of
language samples were still limited even when metapragmatic information was presented. This
corresponds to the participants’ reflections on the few opportunities provided for them to learn
internal modification in the Taiwanese educational environments. This explains why the
participants believed that authentic conversational patterns and units can only be learned from
TV, movies, or face-to-face interactions in L2 communications, but not in in the classroom.

In particular, these participating EFL learners appeared to have limited lexical knowledge
pertaining to internal modification usage. Firstly, very few modification usages were found in
these learners’ use of Consultative Devices (e.g., “Would you mind”’, “Do you think”, “Do you
mind”). Such limited variations of lexical choice echoed Najafabadi and Paramasivam (2012)
in which Iranian learners of English overall underused this modification and even high-level
participants were limited to only using the lexis “Do you think” or “Would you mind.”
Secondly, in terms of Hedges, the participants tended to use specific adjective lexis (i.e., some)
without any use of adverbials (e.g., kind of, sort of, somehow, and so on, more or less; see
more examples in Soler, Jorda, & Martinez-Flor, 2005), The lack of using adverbial Hedges in
the current study echoed Pérez-Paredes, Hernandez and Jiménez (2011) stating that Spanish
EAP learners produced fewer adverbial Hedges than English native speakers did in their
natural oral production. Thirdly, the participants applied maybe to present Downtoners in their
request production, rather than using other alternative modifications such as perhaps, probably,
slightly, somewhat, and somehow, etc. Previous literature also suggested that Downtoners
were rarely used by non-native speakers (e.g., Dendenne, 2014; Hassall, 2001; House &
Kasper, 1987; Kasper, 1981; Trosborg, 1995), and possible factors limiting the lexical choice
of using Downtoners is rarely discussed. Fourthly, the participants used Intensifiers with little
variation in their lexical choices, except for the use of really. Intensifiers can refer to
numerous lexical terms such as so, amazingly, exceptionally, incredibly, particularly,
unusually, absolutely, completely, totally, utterly, and quite, etc. Yet, the aforementioned

expressions were not found in the participants’ request utterances. According to the research
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design in Tagliamonte and Roberts (2005), Intensifiers are particularly examined from
corpus-based discourse in socially and generationally different communities. They found that
older speakers tended to use very as an expression of Intensifier and younger generation
mostly added really in their request utterance. The performance of college-level EFL learners
in this study may echo the shifting norm of a speech community. Finally, none of the
participants used Expletives (e.g., bloody, damned) in their request production, which may be
due to the fact that the teaching of Expletives is not encouraged or included in their L2
educational environment. As Wang (2013) notes, the use of Expletives serves a pragmatic
function “to establish and reinforce group identity/solidarity as between friends or classmates™
(p. 74), which is a modification commonly used in speech communities. However, most EFL
learners, including the current participants, do not understand meanings and usages of
Expletives in order to become more prepared and accommodated to L2 communication and
contexts.

5.3. Adherence to Politeness and Indirectness in Sociopragmatic Performance

The participants underscored the necessity of showing politeness and indirectness in
scenarios of making requests to interlocutors with different social statuses, including
subordinates, peers and superiors. Although they perceived the awareness of social variables
(e.g., social power, social distance, and degree of imposition), they still regarded it more
appropriate to be polite in every circumstance due to three possible factors. These participants’
sociopragmatic performance may be affected by their social values transferring from L1 to L2.
As reviewed in Xiaoning (2017), Mandarin speaking EFL learners tended to employ
conventionally indirect strategies in requests because the issues of politeness are highly valued
in Chinese culture. The level of imposition was further regarded as one of the contextual
variables determining their request behaviors. In accordance with L1 social values, the EFL
learners usually made polite requests in the target language to reduce threats and save
addressee’s face.

Additionally, low sensitivity to social variables appeared to make the current participants’
requests inappropriately delivered in L2 scenarios. Although these participants may be aware
of all the related social variables, similar to the EFL learners in Jalilifar (2009) they were
usually not sensitive enough to both social power and distance, owing to insufficient
sociopramagmatic knowledge. As a result, finally another factor regarding social judgment
was revealed in the participant’s reflections toward requests making. The factor was
interpreted when the participants explained that they would choose to act more politely if
addressees’ sociopragmatic expectations were unknown, thereby causing confusion in regard
to their social judgments. They explained that being considered too polite was more acceptable
than being regarded rude. In other words, the participants supplemented their self-perceived
insufficiency in sociopragmatic competence by producing requests in a more conservative way.
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This may also explain that even when these EFL learners reported their awareness of social
variables, they tended to express their politeness and indirectness in almost all the request
utterances. It echoes what Economidou-Kogetsidis stated (2010) that social variables
sometimes may not serve as influential factors to determining EFL learners’ requesting
behaviors, since participants’ awareness of adjusting sociopragmatic choices can be
overwhelmed by an intention to accommodate themselves into the L2 environment.

6. CONCLUSION

This study provides evidence and insights into Taiwanese college EFL learners’
pragmalinguistic and sociolinguistic performance on requesting behaviors by employing both
production and perception data. In line with general findings in interlanguage pragmatic
research, the participating EFL learners were more familiar with using external modifications
(in particular Grounders) when making requests; yet, their pragmalinguistic competence was
not well-developed to applying internal modifications to this speech act. Additionally, the
influence of these participants’ schooling experience and interlanguage pragmatic
development attributed to their lack of sociopragmatic competence in adjusting the roles of
politeness and indirectness in their speech act delivery.

Pedagogically, it is paramount to highly recommend interlanguage pragmatic instruction
in EFL school contexts. The lack of classroom experience on this topic rendered the
participants in the current study unable to use appropriate modifications in request situations.
These learners’ pragmalinguistic competence could be enhanced by explicit or implicit
instruction in accordance with awareness-raising tasks (Derakhshan & Eslami, 2015; Tajeddin
& Hosseinpur, 2014). In particular, the EFL instructional design could highlight when and why
native speakers of English would use specific external or internal modifications to either
soften or intensify the illocutionary effect of requests (Anani Sarab & Alikhani, 2015).
Moreover, the teachability of sociopragmatic competence was also proved by Riddiford and
Joe (2010) with an aim to raise EFL learners’ sensitivity of social variables (i.e., issues of
social relationship, distance, and power) when determining the levels of directness and
politeness in request scenarios.

Future interlanguage pragmatic researchers are encouraged to continue uncovering and
documenting the development of EFL learners’ use of modifications in various speech acts. In
addition to production data, the analysis of perception data may offer an in-depth
understanding of learners’ pragmatic competence in any speech act (Farashaiyan &
Muthusamy, 2016). More participants recruited from different regions could draw a more
complete picture of all the related issues under long-term investigation.
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Appendices

Appendix A: DCT Scenarios and Examples

I. Scenarios in Written Discourse Completion Task
1.Talking to Superiors
Asking a professor for an appointment
Asking a boss to raise salary for extra work
Asking a boss to pass the salt on dinner table
2.Talking to Peers
Borrowing a book from a close friend
Asking a co-worker to cover his/her work
Asking a stranger to stop chatting in a library
3.Talking to Subordinates
Asking students to make posters
Asking an employee to work overtime
Asking a daughter to stop playing computer
= An Example:

Mr. Wang is the owner of the bookstore Glasses. Since it is the beginning of the semester, there
are too many books to be ordered, unpacked, and organized. Mr. Wang can’t finish these jobs
by himself, so he is asking his part-time employee, Mike, to work 2-hour overtime on Friday.
What Mr. Wang would say to Mike?

At the bookstore

Mike: Good morning, Mr. Wang.
Mr. Wang:
Mike: On this Friday? .... Um... Yeah, sure! I think I can stay till 9 pm on Friday.

I1. Scenarios in Multiple-choice Discourse Completion Task
1.Talking to Superiors
Asking parents for a ride to the station
Asking a professor for a clear delivery in class
Asking a boss for a day off
Asking a club leader for a drop-off
Asking parents for traveling expense
2.Talking to Peers
Borrowing a handout from a classmate
Borrowing a motorcycle from a same-aged cousin
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Asking a friend to return the money back
Asking a roommate to help with buying lunch
Asking a friend to pick him/her up

3.Talking to Subordinates
Asking an assistant to make photocopies
Asking a younger brother to turn down the music
Asking an employee to compile documents
Asking a son to clean up the room
Asking a student to collect textbook fees
= An Example:

Midterm exams is coming. Tom is studying for the European Literature exam in his room. Tom
can hardly concentrate on studying since his younger brother, Jeff, is listening to heavy metal
rock music loudly in the next room. What would Tom say to his younger brother, Jeff?

. “Turn the music down.”
. “Can you turn down the music, please?”

. “Hey... I’'m preparing for the exam.”

OO w >

. Tom won’t ask Jeff to turn down the music. Tom will continue studying.

Appendix B: Interview Questions

* Please elaborate on your answer(s) to the following individual questions.
I. General Questions:
1.Are there any reasons for you to choose this specific answer?
2.What do you think of other answers that you ignored?
I1. Sequential Questions:
1.What attitudes would you hold if you were giving this utterance?
2.Do you think this answer is polite or impolite?
3.Do you think this answer is appropriate or inappropriate?
4.1f you were talking to someone close to you, would you still choose this answer?
5.1f you were talking to someone who you are not familiar with, would you still choose this
answer?
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The Language Adoption of “Penang Sin Poe”

—The Cases of Cigarette and Liquor Advertisements

Kui-lan Ong”

Abstract

“Penang Sin Poe” was an old local newspaper founded in Penang, published from 1895
to 1941. In its 47 years, there were a total of over 11,000 pieces printed according to recent
statistics. By using five-year intervals, there were 2,223 pieces selected over ten years. There
were related language adoptions and interactions observed in the selected 134 cigarette
advertisements and the 212 pieces of the liquor advertisements.

On “Penang Sin Poe”, the language adoption in the cigarette and liquor advertisements
were versatile and abundant. No matter in the cigarette or the liquor advertisements, it was a
common condition for multiple languages to be used. As to the text directions of the main
titles, no matter in the cigarette or the liquor advertisements, the texts directions were mostly
from the upper right to upper left, or from upper right to bottom right, the cross section “3”
was an especially important space.

The language features shown on the main titles, the subtitles and the descriptions of the
“Penang Sin Poe” were mainly written in Mandarin. The second largest languages adopted
were Hokkien and English. Cantonese was featured the least. The approach to translating the
main titles can be divided into “transliteration”, “translation” and “graphic illustrations” and
they were also used with the approach of “annotation”. In addition to the “transliteration” and
the “translation”, the translating approach of “illustrated graphics” played an important part in
the advertisements. The outline with illustrated graphics and descriptions made the readers
easier understand the product, and the “annotation” was an auxiliary explanation of product
variety.

The languages adopted in the “Penang Sin Poe” included Hokkien, Cantonese, Mandarin,
and English, while Malay was excluded. On the one hand, the main reading group of the
newspaper were Chinese. On the other hand, Malay was not the only official language at the
time. Therefore, there weren’t any regulations forcing the use of Malay in the magazines or
newspapers. Early British colonial Englishwas not only frequently seen in “Penang Sin Poe”
back then, but also in widely used in advertisements in modern times.

Keywords: ‘Penang Sin Poe”, advertisements, code preference
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HEg sE=58 | ? Landry & Bourhis( 1997 : 23 ) ¥f:E= & (linguistic landscape )

Linguistic landscape refers to the visibility and salience of language on public and
commercial signs in a territory or region. It is proposed that the linguistic landscape
may serve important informational and symbolic functions as a marker of the relative
power and status of the linguistic communities inhabiting the territory.
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%~ PEEIERRBL 4 - S5 R AT DAE Sy B AL AREEE (private signs) BLECT
fE=E (government signs ) - Landry & Bourhis (1997 : 26) :

Private signs include commercial signs on storefronts and business institutions (e. g.,
retail stores and banks), commercial advertising on billboards, and advertising signs
displayed in public transport and on private vehicles. Government signs refer to public
signs used by national, regional, or municipal governments in the following domains:
road signs, place names, street names, and inscriptions on government buildings
including ministries, hospitals, universities, town halls, schools, metro stations, and
public parks.
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® Landry & Bourhis (1997 : 24) -
® Landry & Bourhis (1997 : 27) -
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® Hashim, R. (1996 : 37) : " The British administrators and missionary societies set up English and Malay
vernacular primary schools, but provided no vernacular schools for the Chinese and Indian communities as they
were considered transitory migrants. |

® Hashim, R. (1996 : 51) -
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